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Referral to the Secretary of State for Health
Fit for the Future proposals by the West Sussex PCT

| am writing in connection with the Fif for the Future (FFF) proposals
made by the West Sussex Primary Care Trust, and the impact of those
proposals on my constituents, and beyond.

You will be familiar with the referral by the West Sussex Joint Health
Overview and Scrutiny Committee to your Department (letters of 25 July
and 1 September 2008) for review of the proposals for reconfiguration of
acute hospital care services in the county of West Sussex. On receipt of
that referral you forwarded the matter to the Independent
Reconfiguration Panel (the IRP) for an initial appraisal. That appraisal
came to you by letter dated 15 September 2008.

Since July of this year two of the acute hospital trusts involved in
possible change (those based in Chichester and in Worthing) entered
into talks to explore the possibility of merger, and to evaluate the impact
of such change on the delivery of local services. As a consequence, you
decided not to proceed with the substantive referral to the IRP, but
instead (as you wrote to the Vice-Chairman of the Joint Health Overview
and Scrutiny Committee on 13 October) to defer the whole IRP process
until the trusts’ discussions had produced some form of consensus.

| am writing to you now to express my very grave concern about that
decision. Although ! appreciate — as de my constituents — that any
review of the FFF proposals at national level needs to take into account
the latest local developments, there are significant dangers in this
process for the Princess Royal Hospital (the PRH) in Haywards Heath.
That hospital is a fully functioning district general hospital delivering
acute hospital services to the populations of central Sussex, ranging
across Horsham and Crawley to Wealden and Lewes, with Mid Sussex

district at the hub.
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